Meeting with the Environmental Protection Service

As part of the activities conducted within the framework of the Plastic Free July campaign, Ecovision
held a working meeting with the Environmental Protection Service of Georgia. The central theme of
the discussion was waste management in protected areas, with a special focus on the challenges posed
by plastic waste. This issue was highlighted as one of the most pressing threats to ecosystems, as
unmanaged plastic debris often accumulates in forests, rivers, and other natural habitats, leading to

long-term environmental damage and biodiversity loss.

At the beginning of the meeting, the Ecovision team presented the “Plastics in EECCA” project,
introducing its core objectives, expected benefits for the region, and opportunities for local
institutions to become more actively engaged in global processes tackling plastic pollution. Alongside
this, participants were informed about the availability of an online training course on plastics and
chemical management, which provides practical knowledge and offers the possibility to obtain an
internationally recognized certificate upon completion. The representatives of the Service
acknowledged the importance of such educational tools and expressed strong interest in encouraging
their staff to participate.

The meeting then proceeded with a detailed review of the current waste management practices in
protected areas, including both existing achievements and gaps. It was noted that while some
monitoring activities are in place, significant shortcomings remain, particularly in terms of systematic
plastic waste collection, recycling infrastructure, and community engagement. Ecovision experts
emphasized that improving these systems is essential not only for reducing pollution but also for

safeguarding Georgia’s rich biodiversity and ensuring sustainable tourism in protected territories.

Several priority steps were discussed, such as strengthening monitoring mechanisms, introducing
more effective separation and collection systems, and raising public awareness about the risks of
leaving plastic waste in natural reserves. Both sides agreed that collaboration between government

agencies, NGOs, and local communities is crucial to achieving visible results.

The meeting concluded with a shared understanding that reducing plastic pollution in protected areas
must become a strategic priority, and the Environmental Protection Service expressed openness to
further cooperation with Ecovision in developing pilot initiatives and training opportunities for staff.





