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Meeting with the Ministry of Environmental 

Protection and Agriculture

 On July 1, a high-level meeting was held with 
the participation of HEJSupport International, 
Georgia’s Ministry of Environmental Protection 

and Agriculture, and the Union for Sustainable 
Development – Ecovision.

 Participants included:

• Mr. Gia Sofadze, Scientific Director of 
Ecovision
• Nutsa Ioramashvili, Communications Expert at 
Ecovision
• Olga Speranskaya, HEJSupport Co-director and 

Manager of the Plastics in EECCA project
• Irma Gurguliani, Deputy Head of the Waste and 
Chemicals Management Department, Georgia



Meeting with the Ministry of Environmental 

Protection and Agriculture

 The main topic of the meeting was negotiations on the Global Plastics Treaty, 

with a special focus on financial mechanisms, implementation pathways, and 

chemical transparency. The Georgian side once again confirmed its support 

for the establishment of an independent financial mechanism under the 
treaty. Concerns were also expressed about insufficient funding for the EECCA 

region and the limited support from donors.

 The importance of chemical transparency and tracking was particularly 

emphasized, as these are essential for safe recycling, pollution prevention, 

and the realization of circular economy principles. Global initiatives were also 

discussed, and Georgia expressed interest in engaging in these processes.

 The meeting concluded with a joint emphasis on regional inclusion, a realistic 

yet ambitious strategy, and an agreement on future cooperation.



Webinar for Journalists – Campaign 

“Plastic-Free July”

 On May 20, as part of the campaign, Ecovision
organized a webinar entitled “Mass Media and the 
Plastic Waste Crisis” for journalists. Participants 
received information about the project, discussed 
the risks associated with plastic use, and were 
introduced to the opportunity to take an online 
course developed within the project framework. 
Relevant materials were also provided for use in 
their journalistic work.

 As a result of the webinar, three TV segments and 
one broadcast were prepared. In one of them, 
Ecovision’s Executive Director participated and 
spoke about the project’s goals, achievements, and 
plans.

Watch here:

 https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=72654913674
2543&rdid=uu36uBYcy8S1Yl4o

 https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=71852655748
7179

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=726549136742543&rdid=uu36uBYcy8S1Yl4o
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=726549136742543&rdid=uu36uBYcy8S1Yl4o
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=726549136742543&rdid=uu36uBYcy8S1Yl4o
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=718526557487179
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=718526557487179
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=718526557487179


Meeting with the Environmental 

Protection Service

 A working meeting was held with the 

Environmental Protection Service, 

with the primary focus on waste 

management in protected areas. 
Special attention was given to the 

issue of plastic waste management, 

which often poses significant 

challenges to ecosystems. The 

current situation, existing gaps, and 
necessary steps were discussed, 

including strengthening monitoring 

and introducing plastic collection and 

recycling systems in protected areas.



Individual Meeting with the Business 

Sector

 Mr. Gia Sofadze, Scientific Director 
of the project, met with the 
manager of a fast-food outlet. The 
discussion focused on the practice 
of replacing single-use plastic 
tableware and bags with cardboard 
alternatives. The manager shared 
his own experience and highlighted 
the positive response from 
customers toward environmentally 
friendly alternatives. The 
conversation also addressed issues 
of cost and availability, which can 
serve as valuable insights for other 
businesses considering similar 
steps.



Meeting with the Local Population

 Mr. Gia Sofadze held an informational 
meeting with local residents, where he 
spoke about the harmful effects of 
single-use plastic products on the 
environment and human health. He 
presented safe and reusable 
alternatives (glass, metal, and fabric 
products) and highlighted their 
practical advantages.

 The participants expressed their 
willingness to actively engage in 
campaigns aimed at reducing plastic 
use and to contribute by setting an 
example for responsible consumption 
within their communities.



Youth Action – “Plastic-Free July”

 As part of the campaign, an educational-entertainment event was organized 

for children. Participants handed in plastic bottles at a specially designated 

space and received tickets in exchange. With these tickets, they could take 

part in raffles and quizzes featuring questions about the dangers of plastic 
and ecological alternatives.

 Children’s involvement was especially high, and the event provided them with 
a fun and practical introduction to ways of reducing plastic use. Winners were 

awarded symbolic prizes, which further boosted their motivation.



Awareness-Raising Campaign on Social 

Media

 Within the framework of Plastic-

Free July, Ecovision carried out 

an intensive online awareness 

campaign. Posts, infographics, 
and banners were regularly 

published on the organization’s 

official social media pages, 

presenting the threats of plastic 

and its alternatives in a simple 
and accessible way.



Awareness-Raising Campaign on Social 

Media

 The campaign placed 
special emphasis on 
practical tips for 
reducing single-use 
plastics, making it easier 
for people to adopt eco-
friendly solutions in 
their daily lives. The aim 
of the posts was not only 
to provide information 
but also to deepen 
public engagement, as 
reflected in the number 
of shares, comments, 
and active discussions.





Batumi Landfill and Meeting 
with Municipal Environmental 
Representatives

 As part of the project, a field visit was 
conducted to Batumi’s municipal 
landfill together with representatives 
of Batumi Municipality’s 
Environmental Protection Service. The 
purpose of the visit was to assess the 
current situation and waste 
management processes. Special 
attention was given to the volume of 
plastic waste, separation practices, 
and recycling opportunities.

 The visit revealed several key 
challenges, including the long 
biodegradation process of plastics, 
insufficient separation practices, and 
infrastructure gaps hindering efficient 
waste management.



Batumi Landfill and Meeting with Municipal 

Environmental Representatives

 Subsequently, a meeting was held 

with the municipality’s 

environmental representatives. 

Discussions covered existing waste 

management policies, local 

government initiatives aimed at 

reducing plastic use, and the needs 

required to establish a more 

sustainable system.

 Participants unanimously noted that 

the success of plastic reduction 

largely depends on concrete actions 

taken at the local level, active 

community involvement, and support 

from the business sector.
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