Batumi Landfill and Meeting with Municipal Environmental Representatives

As part of the project, Ecovision together with representatives of the Batumi Municipal
Environmental Department conducted a field visit to the Batumi municipal landfill. The visit
provided a valuable opportunity to observe and analyze the current situation regarding waste
management in the region, with a special focus on the significant share of plastic waste and the
existing challenges connected to its recycling and disposal.

During the site visit, participants examined the overall condition of the landfill and the ongoing
waste management practices, noting the excessive volume of plastic waste and the difficulties it
creates for both environmental sustainability and municipal infrastructure. Key issues identified
included the slow biodegradation of plastics, insufficient separation of waste at source, and the lack
of adequate infrastructure to support large-scale recycling initiatives.

Following the visit, a working meeting was held with municipal representatives, where these
findings were discussed in detail. Ecovision highlighted that without strengthened systems for waste
separation, collection, and recycling, it would be nearly impossible to reduce plastic pollution at the
local level. Municipal representatives shared the steps already undertaken by the local government to
promote plastic reduction, while also acknowledging the urgent need for additional financial
resources, innovative approaches, and stronger community engagement.

As with all other meetings conducted within the campaign, participants were introduced to the
regional project “Plastics in EECCA”, which aims to strengthen the region’s capacity in addressing
plastic pollution through knowledge sharing and sustainable practices. Ecovision also presented the
availability of an online course developed under the project, offering professional knowledge in the
field of plastic and chemical management, with the added benefit of an internationally recognized
certificate upon completion. This resource was welcomed as an important tool for strengthening local
expertise.

In addition, Ecovision proposed the idea of organizing a special lecture course for local rangers,
designed to provide them with in-depth knowledge on plastic waste management, environmental
protection strategies, and monitoring practices in protected areas. This proposal sparked great
interest among municipal representatives, who emphasized the importance of empowering frontline
staff with the necessary skills to tackle pollution challenges directly in the field.

The meeting concluded with a shared understanding that real progress in reducing plastic waste can
only be achieved through local-level actions, active citizen participation, and stronger collaboration
between municipalities, communities, and the business sector. Both sides expressed readiness to
continue cooperation, aligning their efforts toward building a more sustainable and effective waste

management system in Batumi and beyond.






