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Strategy for the Implementation of Recommendations prepared
within the framework of the project in Georgia

As part of the project, based on our analysis of legislation, statistical data, interviews, and general
recommendations, we prepared recommendations for selected stakeholder groups in Georgia to
address plastic pollution. These groups include national and local NGOs, consumer organizations,
women's groups, waste collectors and recyclers, large commercial organizations, and government
officials responsible for plastic waste management and the implementation of the Basel
Convention.

A total of 10 main recommendations were developed for Georgia and 87 general
recommendations, which are also significant for our country. The recommendations were divided
into categories: difficult to implement, implemented, and successfully implemented.

Legislative recommendations

P Development of plastic products to increase their durability and reusability.

In Georgia, scientific institutions are working on implementing this recommendation, but we
mostly have to rely on assistance from developed countries.

P Ensuring that plastic goods can be effectively recycled at the end of their life cycle and
that plastics are managed as part of a sustainable materials management system to
prevent toxic waste and environmental pollution.

P Consider the environmental impact of plastics throughout their lifecycle, from production
to disposal, including energy consumption, emissions, and potential pollution.

These recommendations overlap with the waste management law and the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) law, but it is necessary to clarify certain points of these laws.



P Ensure clarity in the plastics value chain, including the transparency of plastic production,
consumption, imports, exports, and the chemical composition of plastic materials and
goods;

This information is required from manufacturers in the initial stage, when a product safety
data sheet is prepared.

P Strengthening the legal and regulatory framework.

Existing waste management laws are gradually being improved, and new regulations are
being introduced.

P Safety standards: establish safety standards for disposing of those types of plastic that
are unsuitable for reuse or recycling;

P Bestavailable technologies and practices: develop and adopt a guide on the best available
technologies for managing plastic waste;

Partnering with developed countries to share information and experience can enhance
plastic waste management technologies.

P Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR): implement EPR principles to make companies
responsible for collecting and recycling their plastic products

The process of EPR implementation in Georgia includes technical regulations already
established for tires, batteries, and electrical appliances. Regulations are currently being
developed for plastics.

P Develop criteria to determine the essential and non-essential needs for plastic use in
specific sectors of the economy. Identify the sectors where plastic use causes the greatest
damage to the environment and human health, including the export and import of plastic
and plastic waste. Ensure monitoring and reporting at each stage of the plastic life cycle.

These recommendations are feasible but require financial support from both the
government and international financial institutions.

P Single-use and reusable plastic products that are subject to regulation should align with
the goods regulated by EU countries (unless the analysis indicates that it is inappropriate
to apply the measure to a specific product or category of products in Georgia). Those
plastic products that are banned or subject to reduction in the EU market should also be
banned or restricted in the Georgian market. It is crucial to develop a product verification
protocol consistent with the requirements for single-use and reusable products. Products
will meet this requirement if they provide a quality certificate from a trusted third party



that can be verified online. Otherwise, the Ministry may require them to be certified
according to a protocol established by a Georgian entity.

To implement these recommendations, the Ministry of Environment and Agriculture must
allocate sufficient qualified staff to be responsible for meeting these requirements.

Meetings with consumers
P During community meetings and with journalists after information about plastic for health
safety, we offer recommendations for everyday life:

Refuse plastic wherever possible, find out what types of plastic are accepted in local recycling
programs and recycle accordingly; actively participate in plastic waste separation, look for local
recycling programs that accept plastic bags, wrappers and film as these items are often not
accepted in household recycling bins, tell others about the importance of reducing plastic waste.
Participate in local cleanup events and advocate for better recycling practices use your social
media to spread the word about the harms of plastic to human health and the environment. Focus
on reducing waste by using reusable items such as cloth napkins, reusable plates, cups and other
cutlery, carry reusable shopping bags and use reusable containers to store food and drinks.

The meeting with the local population was held in
two regions of Georgia. Approximately 50
participants were familiarized with the project
objectives and recommendations mainly for
consumers. The meeting was held in the mode of
interactive dialog. It is important to note that
after providing information and
recommendations, consumers were alarmed and
proposed to demand from the relevant structures
to implement the recommendations. The
participants of the discussion noted that artificial
turf of sports grounds and plastic fences are also
a source of microplastics and over time turn into
plastic waste.




During the interview, Mr. Irakli Guledani,
Laboratory Director of the National Food Safety
Agency, talked about the problems that prevent
the control of the chemical composition of single-
use plastic. Regarding the recommendations that
were developed by the project, in his opinion,
they are relevant and feasible, but only if the
necessary financial and human resources are
available. Mr. Irakli promised that he will
cooperate  with our project on the
implementation of the recommendations.

At a webinar with journalists, representatives of
Georgian media invited us to participate in a
program on the topic of plastic and agreed to
cooperate with our project to promote the
recommendations.
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The general recommendations are very useful for the preparation of strategic action plans for
chemical safety or national action plans for nature conservation and public health;

The recommendations are difficult to implement without the support of international funds and
chemical convention secretariats;

Given the numerous recommendations, it would be wise to concentrate on priority suggestions
for Georgia in collaboration with representatives from governmental structures and subsequently
advocate for their resolution.

Unfortunately, Georgia has not paid much attention to the development of the chemical industry
lately, making the country largely dependent on materials from developed nations.

More attention should be paid to the enlightenment and education of young people;

Almost all recommendations are provided by law, but there are no mechanisms for
implementation. It all comes down to finances and the goodwill of government agencies.






