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Recommendations prepared

 As part of the project, based on the GEP analysis of legislation, statistical 

data, interviews, and general recommendations, we prepared 

recommendations for selected stakeholder groups: national and local NGOs 

working in this field; consumer groups at the municipal level; women's groups; 
collectors and recyclers; and large commercial organizations from whom we 

gathered information; as well as public officials responsible for plastic waste 

management and the implementation of the Basel Convention.

 In total, there were 10 main recommendations for Georgia and 87 general 

recommendations that are also significant for our country



Legislative recommendations

 Develop global criteria and standards for plastic sustainability throughout the 
life cycle of plastic products, aiming to progressively eliminate problematic 
plastics that contain toxic chemicals and those that cannot be recycled through 
bans and restrictions, as follows:

 - Creating products that enhance durability and promote reusability.

 Scientific institutes in Georgia are addressing these issues, but this challenge 
will likely be resolved with assistance from developed countries.

 - Ensuring that plastics can be effectively recycled at the end of their life cycle 
and managed as part of a sustainable materials management system to prevent 
toxic waste and environmental pollution. Considering the environmental impact of 
plastics from production to disposal, including energy consumption, emissions, and 
potential pollution.

 These recommendations align with the Waste Law and the EIA Law; however, 
greater specificity is required for certain aspects of the legislation.



Suggested recommendations for

food packaging

 Establish baselines and targets to reduce plastic production and consumption, 
ensuring that the plastic goods produced are recycled.

 Ensure transparency in the plastic value chain, covering the transparency of 
plastic production, consumption, imports, exports, and the chemical 
composition of plastic materials and goods;

 Establishing a mechanism to tighten control over the production, use, export, 
and import of plastics and plastic waste.

 Ensure monitoring and reporting at every stage of the plastic lifecycle. 

 Single-use and reusable products that are subject to regulation must align with 
the goods regulated by EU countries, unless the analysis indicates that applying 
the measure to a specific product or category of products in Georgia is not 
appropriate.

 Plastic products that are banned or subject to reduction in the EU market 
should also be banned or restricted in the Georgian market.



Recommendations for the ministry

 Safety standards: establish safety standards for the disposal of types of 

plastic that are unsuitable for reuse or recycling. 

 Strengthening the legal and regulatory framework: enhance existing 

waste management laws and implement new regulations.

 Best Available Techniques and Practices: Develop and implement guidance 

on the best available technologies for managing plastic waste. 

 Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR): Implement EPR principles to hold 

companies accountable for collecting and recycling their plastic products.

 Plastic necessity criteria: establish criteria to assess the essential and non-

essential use of plastic across specific sectors of the economy.

 Identify the economic sectors where plastic use is most detrimental to the 

environment and human health.



Recommendations for the ministry

 It is essential to develop a product verification protocol that aligns with 

the requirements for single-use and reusable products. Products will fulfill 

this requirement if they provide a quality certificate from a reputable 

third party that can be verified online. In other cases, the Ministry may 
require them to be certified according to a protocol established by the 

Georgian entity.

 It is essential for the Ministry of Environment and Agriculture to allocate 

the required number of qualified staff responsible for implementing the 

recommendation.



Recommendations for consumers

Alongside the recommendations mentioned above, we have created several guidelines for 
consumers and journalists regarding the proper handling and disposal of plastic. While our 
resources are insufficient to fully realise the goal, we remain hopeful for progress in public 
awareness.

 Reduce plastic use in your daily life: Decline plastic whenever possible

 Know before you toss: Discover which types of plastic are accepted in local recycling 
programs and recycle accordingly; actively engage in separating plastic waste.

 Recycle plastic bags and film: Look for local recycling programs that accept plastic bags, 
wrappers, and film, as these items are often not accepted in household recycling bins. 

 Spread the word: Inform others about the importance of reducing plastic waste. Get 
involved in local cleanup events and advocate for improved waste management 
practices.

 Social media: Use your social media platforms to raise awareness about the dangers of 
plastic to human health and the environment.







Conclusion
 In conclusion, the general recommendations are extremely useful for 

developing strategic action plans related to chemical safety or national 

action plans aimed at protecting both nature and public health.

 The recommendations are challenging to implement without the backing 

of international foundations and convention secretariats;

 Given the abundance of recommendations, it would be beneficial for us to 

concentrate on the priority recommendations for our countries and 

subsequently advocate for solutions to these issues;

 Unfortunately, Georgia has not paid much attention to recent scientific 
developments in synthetic chemistry, and as a result, we are completely 

dependent on the practices of developed countries.

 Greater emphasis should be placed on outreach and education to benefit 

the next generation.



Schedule of meetings with stakeholders

 Women's groups March 6-10

 National and local NGOs March 25-30

 Consumer groups March 15-May 15 multiple meetings (approximately 4-5)

 Gatherers and processors June-August April 

 Media representatives May 15-20

 Government officials responsible for plastic waste management and 

implementation of the Basel Convention 20-30 July

P.S

The red font means that we've already had meetings



Meeting with the Director of the State Agricultural 

Laboratory Irakli Guledani

We conducted an interview, familiarized with 

recommendations and talked about the problems of 

plastics in Georgia. There were comments on the 

recommendations 

-Basically, almost all recommendations are provided for 

by law, but there are no mechanisms for implementation. 

It all comes down to finances and the goodwill of 

government agencies

Mr. Irakli Guledani will continue to 

cooperate with our project in the future on 

the implementation of the recommendation



Meeting with consumers

Focus on reducing waste by using reusable items such 

as cloth napkins, reusable plates, glasses and 

silverware.

Reusable bags and containers: Take reusable shopping 

bags with you and use reusable containers to store food 

and drinks 

The meeting with the local 

population was held in two 

regions of Georgia and 

approximately 50 

participants were 

familiarized with the 

project objectives and 

recommendations mainly 

for consumers.



How to conduct meetings?

 Meetings will be conducted with groups as well as individuals. The 

significance of the recommendations for implementation will be assessed;

 It is better to hold individual meetings with representatives of 

governmental institutions, as they tend to feel a bit constrained in group 

settings and do not fully open up.

 There will also be webinars for special groups, such as media 

representatives or manufacturers.



Agenda

 Greeting and introducing the participants;

 Information about the project aims and objectives;

 Presentation on common environmental problems in Georgia focusing on 
waste and especially on problems with plastics;

 A brief presentation on the work done;

 Presentation on the main topic: Recommendations to reduce the use of 
single-use plastic and the gradual transition to alternatives to plastic;

 Conclusion: a suggestion for recommendations from the audience 
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